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ment. In this interview, Charles exhibited that singular insensibility to his environments which marked all his negotiations with the Parliament. Heenvliet asked him what message he should carry to them. u Tell them/' replied Charles,t4 that you find me hard to satisfy, and then they will be anxious to secure your help/' With his power and Crown already taken away, it was a bad time to tell them that he was hard to satisfy. The Queen was present and made bitter complaints of the Commons for their accusations against her. She declared that she had never given evil counsels to the King, and affirmed that she detested the Irish rebellion. The King, she said, would be content to enjoy his revenue as he had had it before these troubles, and would have his Parliament: meet every three years instead of remaining in perpetual session. 1 le would wait two days at Windsor for an answer. If none came he would take her and the Princess to Portsmouth where they would be put in safe custody, while he and the Prince! of Wales would go on to Yorkshire. The King's name, she said, was reverenced everywhere outside of London. He would issue a, manifesto announcing his desire for peace and forbidding the trained bands to obey any one but himself. But if they went to Portsmouth, she concluded, the Prince of Orange must not allow the King to perish/ Nothing of good or ill resulted from Ileen-vliet's interposition.
The two Houses passed a bill excluding the Bishops from their seats in the House of Lords. It was a blow which paralysed the power of the Church to interfere in temporal affairs. The King was much displeased. " How am I to take away the Bishops/' he said, u having sworn at my coronation to maintain them in their privileges and pre-eminences? At the beginning I was told that all would go well if I would allow the execution of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; then it: was, if I would grant a triennial Parliament ; then it; was, if I would allow the present Parliament to remain sitting as long as it wished; now it is, if 1 will place the ports, the Tower, and
1 Heenvliet's Itespaldi, (mrdincr* vol. x., p. 158.